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the table of the grand-duke, there exists a letter which
tends to controvert the assertion of her Maj esty.

The Marquis de I'Hdpital to M, D'Eon.

' Plombieres, August 13, 1762.

'. . . And so the bully! has ceased to exist! "What a page
he will fill in history! Now let us see to the new Catherine.
She has all the courage and the qualities requisite for making a
great Empress, and I have agreeable recollections of liaving
heard you frequently say so; her firmness, on certain occasions,
has always been to your taste. It should also be admitted that
you discovered the hidden virtues of the Princess Dashkoff; it
is true that you have known her and cultivated lier friendship
since her earliest youth, and that you and the Chevalier Douglas
encouraged her romantic temperament.3 2

We have here, at any rate, the testimony of the
French ambassador to D'Eon's personal knowledge of
the Empress Catherine, and of his intimacy with, the
Princess Dashkoff,8 of whom we will have something to
say hereafter.

In taking leave of Russia and its concerns, as we
must now do, we are brought to the close of the
Seven Years' War, and our attention turns fox- a time to
the relations of Prance with Great Britain during the
administration of Lord Bute.

The preliminaries of the notable peace of 1763,
between Prance and England, were signed at Fontaine-
bleau on November 3, 1762, the ambassador selected
to conduct the negotiations in England being the Duke
de Nivernois, once ambassador at Bonie, and sent to
Berlin in trying circumstances (1756) to endeavour to
treat with Prederick. Gaillardet and the Duke de

1 Peter IH,                            2 Lett, Mem. &c. i. 382.

8 GJountess Catherine Woronzoff was the maiden name of this lady.erm leoteur. I do not know
